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ANNOUNCER: - The CBS Télevision Network presents '"Is Cuba Going Red?"

MR, TOWNSEND:' Good”ﬁiternoon, T'n Dallas Townsend, Two weeks 8g0
today CBS News presen;ed.q spacial report‘entitled IS CUBA GOING RED? Corre-
spondent Stuaft Noviﬁé reported that Cuba today is becoming a totalitarian dic-
tatorship and is rapidly becoming & Communist beachhead 1n.the Caribbeﬁn. The
program attractéq wide attentidn and much favorable comment, it algo drew
criticism from represenfatives of the Cuﬁaﬁ Government, who asked to be heard

-on the subjgct. CBS News stands“behind.its initial report, Tle matérial wag care-
fully researched,‘reporfed and cheéked. CBS News aisb points out that, beginning
in the Spring of 1957 when its men visited Fidel Castro in the Sierra Maestra, it
has reported what ﬁe and other ;eprésentatives of the 26th of July Movement have

had to say, Dr., Castro has appeareh on FACE THE NATION; President Urrutia has
appeared in an interviéw and_has<been . quoted frequently, Several rep?esentatives
of the current Cuban administrntiqn appeared in CASTRO'S CUBA, a ﬁéws spocial aired
on Jénuary 28th of this year, - Since the firstvof this year the Cuban Government's
viewboint has been quqted and repéfted on;numeroué occasions and on various news
shows . -Nevertheless,‘bécausé:Of the lively reaction to the program of two wecks ago
and because of the vitﬁl importgncé of this subject to all Americans, CBS News haq

d ecided tb'provide an oppoftunity forlcontinﬁed discussion of tﬁe,issues raised in
"Is Cuba Going Red?" .

CBS Nows points out that it is interestod only in reporting the facts,
that it is not a partiaan“oﬁ‘thg sﬁbject bf Cuba, or .on any other subjoct. It 1s
obJecéively reporfing thé.aitudtiéé';n Cubn today as it did duriﬁg previous Cuban

Ladministratidnsu '.'Fo; today'a panel here. is our Moderator Howard K. émith.

-
+

MbDERATOR SMITH: How do you do. The topic,! "Is Cuba Going Red" and the
{ o Cuban delegate to the United Nations '
participants are Mr, Carlos M._Lechuga,/Dr. Manuel Bisbe, Cuban Ambassador to the

" United Nations, Dr; Ernedto Dihigo, Cuban Ambasaaﬁor to tho United States, CBS News

.Correspondeont Stuart Novins, COngreqhman Charles Porter of Orcgon who has taken 8 -

special_intarest in Latin American affairs, Mr. Leo Cherne, the Executive Director
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. of the Researeh inafifnte‘of America, May we begin with Correspondent Stuart
Novins.m ) | _ . |
MR, NOVINS§ Yes, ndward. Ithis the policy of CBS News that its reporters
are reporters nnd not debaters. I want to make it clear that I am a feporter
and not a debater.' I am here because personal attacks ' -have boeen made against
me after the report that was made two weeks ago, I would wish to say very clearly
that the report that we made two weeks ago was not motivated in any way by any kind
of malice. It was a friendly warning which was held up both to the Cuban people,
the Cuban government nnd the American people., If there are nny errors in the report
they are variances of detail if they exist, and do not alter the findinga. I stand
by those as does CBS News. There is one thing more, if I may -= the charges have
boen made 1n the Cuban press, since our report, that, in effect, I am on the pay |
of My. Batista, There was another charge that Mr, Batista owned either part of or
all of the Columbia Brondcaating Systom, I don't noed to comment on the second rew
port, but on the charge that I am on the pay of Batista ,.I would point out that I
was among the firgt to report tho Batista administration as the kind of reprehensible
v'dictatorship which 1% was and 1 think I will stand on that record Gentlemen, to
you, who reprasent Cubn, I can understand why the Cubnns disagree publicly witk what
I said two woeks ago but 1 ask only that you accept that what said or may say
in this coming half hour is motivnted by friendship tor Cuba and Cuba's poople,
Congressman Porter, I think we snould say for the record, that although you are a
congressman you aro here, I bolieve, ns a private individual, That is my under~:
standing, |
' MODERATOR SMITH: Can we hear from Mr, Carlos M, Lechuga, Cuban delegate
to the United Nations,
I'MR LECBUGA: I will read a brief statement answering in n general way
what Mr, Novins said ;two weoks ngo.: I want to say to the American public only
ninety miles away from the Florida couat the island Republic of Cuba is rapidly

bacoming one of the most: solid demoeracies of the hemigphere, Itsg 6)9%,01052 TWG at
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at last rcgained‘the‘Joy of living; thoy have placed their faith and their trust
.1n the conviction that Cubn's presoent government will give the nation o pormanent
‘gystem of qocinl justice'and respectlfor human rights.

The struggle of the Cubah rebels has been rewarded by the immense popular
backing of the present government, 1t is not true what Mr. Stuart Novins said in
his program, that the Cubans cannot express in public any opposition. The proofs aro
on the contrary, It is nét true that 475 1nfge huginessos hnvg been.ihterviewod
_b& the government on economic or political grounds. All of these enterpriaeé ware
affected by n decree.of thé Miniqtry for the Rocovery of Stolen Governmeqt Property,
which was oné of the measures ﬁost hoped for by the Cuban people éince it enables
the Republic to récovef part of the millions of dollars stolen by Batista and his
partners, Iﬁ is not.true that the. Government has just decrced a 30 per cent wage
increase for‘editorial employeés;‘and becausegihnt many papers will have to cloase
down, In ordor to insure the existeﬁce of a freo press, the new Cuban government
has stopped subsidizing newspapers and nre studying how to solve the economic
situation 6f some of the publications, bhut no decision has bheen taken yet,

- The Cuﬁan'press now enjoys abeolute editorial freedom. The fact that
any figu?e of the government rgsponda to some criticisms does not meah that free
‘.press‘is being curtailed, On the contrary, it is another instance of the frec play
of opinions, just as it exists in the United Stades, When President Roosevelt or
President Trumen, for example, referred to a cortain American columnist in rather
harsh terms, no one herc thought of this ns censorship.

Therc has beon talk‘nbouﬁ the attack agoninst some Ameficun‘news agencies
a nd publicgtions.‘ Obviously Cubans cannot remain silent in tke face of unfair
criticisms, or when éhese agencias and ppblications digtort the facts for the sake
of sensgtionaliém and try to undermine the prestige of the Government.

It is ridiculous, as Mr. Noviné did, to quote a three line item from
the Soviet neﬁspaper Izvestia which mentioned the campailgn that certain segments

of the American press had launched against Cuba and use it as a proof of Soviet

support. What RpprEved For Releddd 2004108/ 3 1STASADP 9100068 RUDIZ0MMIGDDhAA
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statements made by Prosident Eisenhower and no one has ever drawn the conclusion
that he.is a éommunist.

In the CBS progrnm two weeks ngo, it was said tfm; the Hovana United
Press office had received seVBral\felephone calls threatening to bomb thoir locai
office. Wo do not know how many calls were made, or if, in fact, the rumor quoted
bf Mr., Novins is true. HnWever, both Mr. Novins and wo are surq that no bomb was

“.ever placed at the UP office, Another point raised by Mr. Novins came as a sur=
pfise to us, He said that the Cuban Government had the. right to cancel paper import
licenses. The truth is that the regulntion operating in Cuba, more or less, is. the
same one - existing in the United States as regards Canadian paper. / And, we
could saylof the n. S. Government, what Mr, Novins say of ours.

Western diplomatic sources, 'to use the same pattern of Mr. Novins, told
us that when he, in May 3rd, asserted thnt the newspaperman Juan Luis Martin was
under arrest on April_thh,.he was released ten days before Mr, Novin's program,
and.is free in h;n'honerin.ﬁaVana._‘He was imprisoned not becnuse he is an anti-
communist, but fon.difiérent roasons, Nof one of the anti-communist Cuban'nens—

- papermen nre in jail and never'wérn. All of them, including me, are writing

daily‘attacking them, as always,

The new Cuba is a working_democracy. And, that, indced, is the only»fruth.

MODFRAIOR SMITH: That was an opening stntoment of the Cuban point of
view, Gentlemen, may I nsk you in- your further opening statements to try to koep
them short because a hal: hour is a very short time, Dr. Bishe,

DR, BISBE: 1 cannot justify the report.mndo by Mr,. Stuart Novins '

“Is Cuba Going.Red?"'after Dr. Castro's trip to the United States. In fact, our

Prime Ministoer explnined very cleurly tho domocratic position of our Government,

and dispelled aevernl false atntements and rumors nbout tho 1nf1uence of
communism in tha present Cuban movnmont.. of courqe,.thern aro communista in. Cuba,
but there are nlao Ccmmunista in this country, nevortheloss because of this Mr.

Novins will not cnll Red the Government of tlhe United Statos. Mr. Novins cannot

prove what he AglPovedForRERASS 2ob%/dHHITVAR WG BOYASRIDDLBITInotRig T °f e
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Cuban Labor Movemcnt ard’ asked him if he wag now a communist - since nobody has
.donied that he wng A communist when he was youngr- and Mr, Salvador answoraed ;

"I am not a commuhist now. This would suffice for anybody, but not for Mr, Novins.
In spite of this Mr. Novins affirma. witlout any proof, that Mr, Salvador is a
communist, That‘iasfalao, absolutoly false, I can assure and prove that when the
April, 195C atfike'wns being organized, Mr, Suivador , wﬁo for some ﬁenrs hud
been a member of the 26th of July Movement, rejected the porficipotion of the com; _
munigt leaders in tlis striko, and I can add that ot present Mr. Salvador is
successfully struggling against tho comnuhistsin the reorganization of the C,T C.
Cuban Confedoration of Labor, This‘is the truth nnd the whole truth nbout Mr.

'Salvador.

Why does Mr. Novins make thesec nssertions without proof and try to mige

»"lead American public'opinion? dortninly, in Cuba the Revolutionary Government

T;(ioes not persccute the communiata, but- this, wo naintain, is the righ@ position,
because if they are porsaecuted thon you moko martyfs out of thom,
o MODERATORQSMITH: Well, Dr, Biabo,:l want to return ~--
DR, BISBE: Wait a mioﬁto “=~'a little time, - Wo think thot the busgt
way to fighf_communiém 1s‘fo solva tho econonic necds of the poople.
I conclude;  Weo must reaffirm democracy and build up democracy. To be

anti-Red only is not the best wuy to guarantee democracy in this crucial moment

thut we are 1iv1ng.
MODERATOR‘SM“I'TH.' Dr. Dihigo?
DR, DIHICO: Thank you, I only want to say that I think that wr,

~

Novins! report was notlQuite foiffon account of some of the facts thnt he said
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were not presented in their true light | I am going to refer to only two or throe
examples.‘ For exnmple, when he intorviewed David Salvador he takes a film and he
‘asks David Salvador if ke controls the different unions =-- tglephono, sugar,
‘bankers,.luboratories, air lines, radio, television -~ what does the American
public.soe? Mr, Salvnddt, in tho film, nodding yos, nnd wkat was the truth? Mr.
Salvador answors. in Spanish that tho union is orgnnizod, that the other union
ia otguuized too but thp 1mpression that the Amoricnn public got was that Mr.
ISalvndor wng sa&ing yos, ‘that he, who was prosented as a communist, a fow words
later, had the control of rall the union workers in Cuba. A second case is this,

" Mr, Novins rofors to Luwyer DaCosta. DaCostn was the lawyer for t!e aviators |
that wero tried ‘in Santiago do Cuba and Mr. Novins says the following -F- but
he has since resigned from the Aruy and hus not been scon publicly since. The ine
p lication is that anyer baCostn has beon put under arrest or killed or ho has |
boen taken away and killed, I know, personnlly,‘Mr. DaCostn, Hq is the brother-
in-law of a vory closo friend.o: mine and I econ agsuro Mr. Novins thatlit ig trﬁe
that Mr, DaCostsn reeigned‘frem the Army but ho is enjoying very good health and
being free‘;n Cuba, Any‘time‘that Mr. Novina comes back to Cuba I will be vory

pPloased to introduce him to'inwyor DuCoeta. |

MR, NOVINS: -I am delightcd to hear it,

DR, DIHIGO: ‘Inlthe tﬁ;rd plnee ond I am going to finish == Mr, Novins
talks about.communistﬂlod unions and oloctions that had been held in the uniona
have resulted in a torrible defeat of the communists, The communists havo loat
almnost all the electiona in the uniona, 80 whore is. the couwmunist influence: in
Cuba? - I think naturally that Mr, Noqua incurred theso mistakes on account that
he took his ieformntioﬁ from vary unrelinbie sources and I can nssure Mr, Novihs

and I am geing to finish now we that 1f I thought that tho Cuban government was
communist be oure I would not be the Ambassndor in Washington,

MR NDVINS:I Mr. Ambassador, for the sako of tle racord, 1 did not

- say thnt the Cuban Government wag communist anywhore in that report,

. Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000200210002-4 :
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MODERATOR 8MITH: Can we now c¢all on Congreassman Charles Porter of
Oregon? |

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: 1I'd like to approach the main quéstién: I8
Cuba Going hed?" And, of course, Mr, Novind: answered that question by séying,
yas; He said it 18 rapidly becoming a communist beachhead and it's a totaglitarian
dictatorship now Q; you did say that? -~ where you can't étick up your head and
argue or you get called a3counterrevp1utionary and the penslty for cqunterreVolution
is death, Let'a examine that,

First of all, all of us here are againast dictatorship; all of us are
- agalnst communism, WQ are for‘&emocracy. ¥e want to see Cuba heocome a democr#cy.
We are not disagréed on that,

What we.are disggreed on: I8 it a totalitarian dictatorship now?

I don't think it is, There 18 a difference between communist in €iltra-
tion,‘which Qe have‘in this country.énd in every free ccuntry in the world, and
aommunigt domination, Let me list six reasons why I don't think Cuba 18 going Red.‘

In the firstlplnce, Castro and his top leaders -- and some of them are
.here =~ are not 6ommuniets. They spenk out agerinst communism, communist dictators.

Thirdly, Cubans can criticize without reprisal.

I referred Mr, Novins' report to the Inter-American Press Associatioh“
and John O'Rourke of the WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS referred to Jules Dubois, who 1is
the head of their committee on freedom of the press, Jules Dubois made a very
‘dotafled report on the Noving! broadcast, found many errors in 1t; ﬁany errors
which I can't go into here today,

MR, NOYINS: Why not?

| CONGRESSMAN PORTER: We don't have the--m
MR, NOVINS: 1If you are goiné to make chargéa, let's spocify,
| CONGRESSMAN PORTER: But he ends'up, thoré_is freedom of the press today
.1n Cuba, -

Now, an election will be announced soon in Cuba, which is an important
Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000200210002-4

LR T v . - e e . o



v

B

* j ‘ ) . +

~ Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000200210002-4

thing,
MR, NOVINS? When, Congressman?
CONGRESSMAN PORTER: It will be announced,
MR, NOVINS: When?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Five, communists lost overwhelmingly in the

- recent labor elections,

il

80, we do have infiltration, ¥yes. We have infiltration everywhere

and Cuba hae many problems, But Cuba is not a dictatorship today,

Mr.”NovinB told me before the broadcast, as I suspected, he doesn't
epeak Spaﬁish very well, He spent two months down there, half of those two months
on vacation w- VECatton, mind you, in a country that is rapidly becoming a
communist beachhead and where a totalitarian dictatorship-—-

MR, Nevxns: ‘Mr. Smith, I cex't allow that to go on,

What ie'yoer source.of information?

| CONGRESSMAN PORTER: My source is Jules Dubois, who is the Cyban .
correspondent for the'CHiéAGQ TRIéﬁNE.

MR, NOVINS: Did Mr, Dubois folbw me for this month that 1 was allegedly
on vacation? . |

CO&GRE$SMAN PORTERj  I am reading from his lotter: 'He speht half his
time in what he described ae a dictatorship on vacation, according to what he
told me when I saw him briefly in Havana."

MR.‘NOVINS: vaiously, you don't think I am going to tell my competi-
tion what I am doing on n story, .Congressman, - Let's bo rensonaﬁle.

CONGRESSMAN PORTER' 1 would think you would ltuve asked Mr, Dubois
about freedom of the preas in Cuba.,_

_ MR, NOVINS: Are you suggesting that the way to cover a story is to
have a reporter talk to'other roporters? o . {

CONGRESSMAN PORTER- I am suggesting that Jules Dubois 18 the best

authority on freedom of the press in Latin America in the whole country, He has
Approved For Release 2004/05/13 CIA-RDP91 00965R000200210002-4
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written this book on fi&él Caé&fo, 'ﬁé has had many medals from people, He knows
what's going on down‘theré."knd how can you tell about the Cuban pféss when
you cén't even read-Spanish very well?

| MODERATOR SMI?H: Gentlomen, we are coming back to this point in a
moment, But f;rst, I would like to ask Mr, Lco Chernc to say somothing before Mr,
Novins has a good slugydf time ﬁo answer some of these statements.

MR.‘CHERNE; What I would 1likc to may flows directly from ono of the

most encouraging statcments of all mado by Dr. ‘Fidel Castro when he addresscd
the Overseas Press Club 1n‘New York during his visit to this country. He said, 
~the beaf friends of domocracy aro thoso who nover support tyranny, i nccept thnt;v.
I am suro we all do, and‘brecise}y 5oc§use wo acCopf it we are, of course, all
very sensitive fhorafoieltq whothor or hot thopo who do support tyranny == and
communism is tyranﬁy ——'whothor thoy'find thomselves in any of tho key, 1mportanf
spots in a community, '
" Thero is no qucstion at all that you gentlemen, ropreécnting tho

Cuban Government, arc the bost ropresentation of a domocratic futuro, Thcro is

no question at all in my Judgmont that virtually all of thc cabincot mcmbors of

the govornment are oqually thatlrcpresontntion. F
" But I'd like to quote Gdngfoseman Portor, in fact, On Mdy 2, Con- L&
gressman Portoer, on tho floor of the‘Congross; doscribod as democratic and able é

public servants, Finanée Miniator Lobpz—Fresﬁuet Ambussndor-Dipigo, Foroign
Minister Agfam&nte. Thoy are the hope of Cuba today, he said,
| Then he continued, the oppoaing faction, howaever, include Army Chief

Raul Castro, La Cabana Fortresp Commandont "Che" Guevara, Labor Chief David
. Salvador,'"Revolucibn" Editor Cﬁrlsﬁ Franqui,

| "Their policies -~ these éré Congressman Porter's words -- "their
policies, whatevor their 1ntention,’aro aiding thu communists in an nttompt to
"$ake over the rpvolution. ‘

'.Thg concern Qﬁich I hsve and share witﬁ many in America, and certeinly

Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000200210002-4
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the mémbera of the preag, is in this effort to take over a government which so.
5Vr1ch1y doserves a democratic, puaoeful future detormined by its own people,
MODERATOR SMITH'. Can we have Stuart Novins now to answer some of the
statements ‘that have been made? |
y MR, NOVINS:‘ There have béen a lot of statements made,
CQNGRESSMAN PORTER:: Are you going to answer them in Spanish?
Mk. NOVINS: Lot's talk ubéut that for just nbout thirty seconds,
. That's just utout ns fidiéuloﬁé -- 1f you forgive the phrase -- as any kind of
quibbling I hnve heard |
| " For one thing, I think, to follow your suggestion to the 1ogica1 con-
clusion, we shoulq withdraw all reporters from the Middle Eanst who don't speak
Arabic or Hebrew, We should withdraw everyAcorrespondént whoever gdes to any
éountry. |
h The fact is -- I will freely admit it -- it was muﬁh‘haraer to do it
my way, but I got 1t done.l |
CONGRESSMAN PORTER: And you _read all the papers ,‘ I suppose?
MR NOVINS: Well, now, what do you want to do? List the papers end
. have me go down thelline?ll |
MR, LECEUGA: May I-~-
CONGRESS&AN‘PORTER: - Take youree=
MR.tLECHUGA: —~-beéauée Mr. Novins sald in his report, that you
. ppoke with hﬁndreds of porsons in Cubp=-=~
MR, NOVINS: I did, iﬁdeed.
MB.:LECHUGA: In English Qr Spanish?
MR, NOVINS: _i spoke- in English with those who ocould spegk English and
through interpreteré with those who did not spenk English,
MR. LECHUGA: With huﬁdxeds of people in Cuba?
MR, NOVfNS: Absolutely.
MoPNRATDR GRPTIRElease A0406/1% ; GidvRAPAMRDIRARI200280002rbment?
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MR, NOVINS; Yea, I have n lett@r.lwhich’is written by Congreasman
Porter to the Columbig qundcasting System, News and Pubiic Affoirs Department, -
'gnder the 1ettgrheud of the Congress of the United States, élthough I m8sume
tﬁis is o ﬁrivate letter, and in it he accuses mo of putting out'a highly mip-
leading report," Those were your words, Congressman?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Yes,

MR, NOVINS: He also snid: "Half-truths wero submitted by Novins,"
and ybu olso reforred to the observations that we mode ns "extrome and nonfuctuai
statements,"

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Do you want some oxamples?

MR, NdVINS{ Just o minute, Congreassman. Let's turn to the Congressional
Record, On May § this Waslaaid by a Congressman on the floor, Bpeaking about
our broadcﬁst: "It is an honest, conscientious report," Then the Congreasman
'éoos on to auy; "Novins' report, onlthe whole,.inteliigeht, factual and sincere,
18, I hope, going to help in tho proceéa of cleaning up tho situation.”

'CONGRESSMAN PORTER: I think both—--

MR, NOVINS: Just a moment, just a moment, ‘Who said that? Who was
the_Congrassman? Congressmun Porter,

| CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Right,

MR, NOVINS: You said 1t?

- CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Right.

MR, NOVINS: Will you please explain how it is that I can be factual
one day and false n weék lator on thé basis of the same sintcmentsy

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Yeé, because by that time I had a report from
Jules Dubois; someo féur pageé, aingle‘space,

MR, NOVINS: i don't nttemptlto debate him.‘ He ig not here,

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: No. But I had his story about the things you

have said thofe. I had letters Irom other people about it, too, But Jules Dubois,

who 18 the authorlty in this field and who received many awardg=m—-—
Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000200210002-4
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MR, NOViNS: Modesty forbids me to suggest that there may be other
authorities than Mr, Dubois, I would.hesitafg to accépt anything that any single
‘gource gave me, no matter how meritorious it might be,
CONGRESSMA& PdﬁTER: He 18 the representat;ve of the Inter-American

Press Association,

MR, CHERNE@ 1 don't-car;y the reaponsibility of sustaining, defending
what it is thot Stuart Novins did or what, in fact, CBS over does, 1 do know,

" in the spirit in which this program has been arranged, thot there is no one at

table who hué not heen ¢6ncorned about the posaibility'that the present penetrﬁ-

.tion of cértain areas of Cuban life by members of the Communist Party may not, in

féot, Jeopardize .o democraey we all socek, 1 do know, Mr, Congressman-—--
_CONGRESSMAN PQRTFR: Let's be specific.

MR. CHERNE: f;-that you have been concerngd--=

CONGRESSMAN FORTER: I have boen,

MR. CHERNE:,--~thgt you were deeply concérned when former President
Jose Figueres vis;ted, with.deep friondsh}p, a Bigstor democracy in Cuba and
when he made his first'speechlﬁq the Cuban_people, to have the microphone‘pulled
from his hand by David 8nlvador and act not only ungracious but contalning a
’good deal more, I.do know your céncern, Mr, Congrésaman, o that it isn't
really either useful or roasonuble for us to Jockey ourselves into o poaition
:that this is a problem that doesn't exingt or is not of aignificunt magnitude.

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Nobody says it isn't,

MR. NOVINS: -This is a problem which is capable of Qolution, and we
mention that in‘the report. wé‘suggested in thé report that"the situntion could
be changed by Dr, Castro 1f he called a constitutionally guaranteed free election,

Now, the record will show thnt onh several occnsions, first he aaid,
we will do it in a year° then he Baid, woe will do it in 18 months to two yeara. E

Then he sald, we will do it in four yeara.
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MR, " NOVINST: "men“ he snid, wo won't do it until all poverty is wiped
out, until cveryone haégu.hbspiial bed, |

Certain;y, we are in favor of poverty boing wiped odt‘nnd we are 1nl
favor of hospital bédé; But”where is the eléciion, which wili not drive the
communist: gentlemen into priégn; s has been suggested, but will bring them out
in the open whore &é@lcaﬁ count them;

MODERATOR SMITH: This is n spocific and serious point, Can some of
our 6uban guests anéwer this?

MR, LECHUGA:”‘I dén't get the question, Please repeat it.

MR, CHERNE: The qugstion is: when will the electioh be held?

We have been .concorned becnuso, initially, Dr. Castro indicated that

' the election would be held within 18‘months aftor the revaution; then, subse-

quently, he sald, two &eurs.‘
MR, LECHUGA: . Yes,
MR, CHERNE: When ho was in this country, he sald within four years,

There has boon nn andditional statement of Dr, Castro in which he.indicétod

“there could not be an election until illiteracy, poverty and the other terrible

socinl evils of Cuba are eliminated,
DR, BISBE; As'ebon‘na posgible we will have oloctions,
DR, DIHiGO: The laat'stﬁtemont madé by‘Dr. Castro in the Stateé
was that four years was the maximumlform, but that oloctions would be hulﬁ o8
goon as_pﬁssible, nn& Wo are waitiné_for a.now statoment from'D;. Castro saying
when the elocfions will toko placo;l
| MR, CHERNE: " Df. Dih#éo, wiil you not concedo, especinlly on the basis
of the evidence’of‘twoidfhérldufibbean nations, Venozuela and Costa Pica, for
example, that an eladtiéﬂ'iour‘yéufa after revolution is not exactly the best
baﬁis upon which to bﬁiidla déchrafiq fufqre?- You would regard that as rathor
exoésaive,‘w;uld you not, Dr. Dihigo? - |
DR, DIﬁIGQ:PiI om sure wo will have ologtions much bofore four years.
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MR CHERNE* ‘Much boforo.

The sooner, gcntlemon, the better, In fact if there wore an ennounco=

- ment within the noxt fow days that oloctions will toke place within 12 to 18

months, I do boliove a- great deol will already have becn uccomplishcd, Doctor,
to guurantoe Cubo its democratic futuro. |

MR LECHUGA' ThO‘date of‘the election has nothing to do with the
acousationa oi Mr. Novins. Thut doos not mean that Cuba is going Red becquso

the government doesn't sot a dato for the election.

MR, CHERNE‘ But the reversa is truo: if elections are to be doferzed

'for a period of up to four years == Just a moment, I om taking Dr, Castro's

statement -~ and if"Qwae do recogoizo, thore are membetrs of the Communist
Pnfty in active cnd.sighificant roles in nrens of Cuban life--;

MR, LECHUGA: No, xio.

MR, CHERNE: =-~thoni® is remsonable to conclude that the two of thom
do not bode woll for a ‘democratic future,

MR, LECHUGA: They havo boen dofeated only recontly in union olections

that have beoen held;

”;l

MR, CHERNE: That is why they fear elections, because they have been ;
defonted, L ]; ' ' b=
MODERATOR SMITH- I'm aorry. Our haolf-hour has passcd very duiokly, _ ' éu

indeed, I'm nfraid I hovo t6 thanl you now for 6 intefosting, animatod and,
b hopo, ) use’ul discussion.
A hard and f£ast Judgment on Cuba's future will have to wait until that

future bocomes a little more present, In the meantime, I hopo our Cuban friends

.will acknowledge that old Lutin—American complaint ageinst us is now out of date,

The complaint is that we are indifferent to our neighbors. In fact, we are
vitally and intimately 1ntorosted in them, as we hope they are in us,

Good cvenins.
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